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world, the Brethren of Purity set about their task of
gathering up the ideas of the age and putting them
into their encyclopedia before orthodoxy could destroy
them. Of that age of completeness, the age of Avi-
cenna, this encyclopaedia is the true mirror. Its
defects are the defects of the age; the ideas it pre-
sents are the ideas of the age. It is a faithful portrait
of the philosophy and science of the Arabs at the
time when the enthusiasm for culture was coming to
an end in the East, and only one great name was still
to be added to the list of Arabian philosophers. Arid
as we had no portrait of that philosophy that was at
all perfect or complete, only a vignette or a profile or
so, taken in a half-light, with the negatives destroyed,
this full-length portrait of Arabian philosophy is of
the highest value.

It has been said that this encyclopaedia was not
much thought of at the time of its appearance. If
that were true it would not affect its real importance,
and the fast-increasing power of the orthodox reaction
would perfectly account for its unpopularity. But
the facts that the work is quoted by one of the greatest
of Arabian thinkers, El-G-hazzali, that it was trans-
lated into Persian, and thought worthy of abridgments
and epitomes, and, finally, that it was carried into
Spain in time for Averroes to study it, seem to xne
to point to no slight popularity; and the record of a
contemporary, credited by Barhebraeus (Abu-1-.Faraj),
confirms this view, and is interesting in giving us the
opinions of the fellow-countrymen of the Brethren of
Purity on their society and aims and writings. In